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 Reflection on Active Reading Strategies
Having read the strategies of active reading, I now know the skills that I am good at and those that I need to improve. In “The Lesson” by Tony Cade, I was able to answer the questions about the Miss Moore and her importance to the children. I had a question about the narrator; her name and character, which were answered as I read using the Ah-ha reading strategy. I was also able to detect the literary language of the writer through his visible use of symbolism, descriptive language, and dialogue. The vivid explanations of the settings in the text allowed to visualize the events of the text like I was watching a film and I could even hear their conversations. All these strategies facilitated my active reading of the text and contributed to my understanding. 
 I have listed these skills there down and commented on how I think I used them based on the notes of active reading strategies. The reading strategies that I already do well include:
· Q=    QUESTION
I can develop questions that I seek to get answered in the text I am reading and even imagine what kind of questions would be asked in an examination, especially if the book that I am reading is an examinable one. This strategy has been a success in times of exams as I already have a list of all the possible questions pertaining to a text. As I read “The Lesson”, I realized Miss Moore was an important person to the Narrator of the text and her friends, so I had this question, why is the woman important to these teens? What is the name of the narrator? Why do their parents let the woman take them out? The questions were already answered by the time I completed the reading. The narrator is Sylvia, their parents trust the woman as she is old, well educated, and with a liking for children despite not having her own.
· V=    VISUALIZE
During the reading of literary and historical texts, I can form images of what the text is trying to describe, and this assists me in grasping me the content as I can place myself in the setting of the book. Such images get ingrained deep in my brains and become part of my long-term memory making me able to explain a concept even a year later after reading the text. For example, I was able to visualize the settings being described by Tony Cade in the following excerpt:
“And the starch in my pinafore scratching the shit outta me and I’m really hating this nappy-head bitch and her goddamn college degree. I’d much rather go to the pool or to the show where it’s cool. So me and Sugar leaning on the mailbox being surly, which is a Miss Moore word. And Flyboy checking out what everybody brought for lunch. And Fat Butt already wasting his peanut-butter–and-jelly sandwich like the pig he is. And Junebug punching on Q.T.’s arm for potato chips. 
· LL=    LITERARY LANGUAGE
I take the understanding of the literary style that a writer is using to be a crucial determinant to my grasping of the concept he/she is trying to convey. I carefully analyze the choice of words and write down the style that I think he/she is using. For example, in the reading by Tony Cade, there is more descriptive language coupled with symbolism and dialogue that makes me, as the reader, to get interested in the events being described in the text.
· CR=    CLOSE-READING
This is my fundamental reading strategy, especially when a text is proving too hard to understand at a glance. I jot down a few notes that I consider essential to my understanding of the text and then use the small notes after completing the manuscript to reminisce what I have read. The notes are crucial in analyzing the whole text (Birkenstein and Graff, 2018). This strategy has been crucial not only to my English class but in all my classes, especially Mathematics and sciences. At first I did not understand the general lesson or idea in the reading by Tony Cade; I reread the text again noting important points to help me understand. Eventually, through the close analysis, I was able explain what kind of a person Miss Moore was, the character of the narrator, and each of her friends. Miss Moore is this one person with a love for adventure and likes to explore together with children where she can share her knowledge and try to give an insight on everything. The narrator loathes the company of Miss Moore but she could not help it knowing it is her folks who endorsed the interaction. Despite all that, they enjoyed the tour to the museum.
· NV=    NEW VOCABULARY
I am always interested in adding new vocabulary to my English proficiency. So, when an encounter a word that is new to me, I either jot it down and check later in the dictionary or pose the reading and check the meaning of the word. Reviewing a vocabulary in the context that it is being used is also crucial to my understanding. I detected a few vocabulary by in the reading by Tony Cade and I sought to get their meaning by looking for synonyms, using the contextual meaning, or checking the words on my digital dictionary. Some of the new vocabulary I learned include lade, nappy, winos, surly, and tumble, among others.
The reading strategies that I need to improve include:
· T=    THEORIZE
I am not good at creating theories or inferring on the motivation of the characters towards their actions. I never find myself asking why the author decided to use a particular style; I am only interested in understanding what style is used and what context and information the text is portraying. I need to improve on this to be able to grasp more from a text. I was not able to theorize the where the content of “The Lesson by Tony Cade” was the way it was, I just enjoyed the reading and sought to internalize the information.
·   R=    RESPOND
I lose myself in a text and only come back to reality when I finish reading; I am unable to relate the content to my beliefs. The reading about active reading strategies has made me aware of this, and now I seek to engage myself to a text to improve on this skill.
· C=    CONNECT
Sometimes I am able to connect the events in a text to my life’s experiences, but most of the times I just read to get the content of a text. In the reading, I was unable to connect to claim that $35 can be used to pay rent or even do anything meaningful. I could not connect how the community hated Miss Moore and even talked behind her back but still allowed her to take their children out and even bring them food.
· P=    PREDICT
My predictions about the events that will happen next in reading have always been wrong. Now I know it is because I do not use past events in the text’s settings to make the predictions but instead use my feelings or what I wish to happen. It is thus a crucial insight that will help me improve on this strategy. The lesson by Tony Cade was unpredictable; I could not tell their next course of action, but it the logical flow of the events made sense once I was done reading the text.
· A=    AH-HA
Despite having jotted down the questions that I want to be answered by a text, most of the information never makes sense until I have read a whole text and repeated it; that is when the logic in the text dawns in me. Therefore, I need to improve on the cue about the Ah-ha moment when I suddenly realize a question has been answered.
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